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in poor judgment, impaired insight, poor personal hygiene, and vulgar speech. This
poorly characterizes the executive functions of the frontal lobes. Similar treatment is
given to most subjects addressed in this book. Brevity may be forgiven if it occurs
simultaneously with extensive documentation of primary or ancillary sources. The
authors document sources infrequently, however, leaving the interested reader without
direction for further research.
This volume is appropriate for practitioners whose training has not prepared them
sufficiently in neuroanatomy and neuropathology and whose practice demands no
sophistication in these areas. It may also be appropriate for a beginning-level graduate
psychology course which is designed to introduce students to the field of neuropsy-
chology. Practicing neuropsychologists who require extensive information regarding
neuroanatomy and neuropathology, however, would profit most from the pursuit of
such knowledge in the great number ofsources that are available elsewhere.
KIMBERLEE J. SASS
Section ofNeurologicalSurgery
Yale UniversitySchoolofMedicine
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Epilepsy has been recognized for over 2,000 years and has always had important
social and religious meanings attached to it. Early observers believed it was a sacred
disease, whereas during the past century some have thought it to be linked to violence
and criminal behavior. These historical examples arejust twoofmany which illustrate
that the social meanings ofepilepsy are important and dramatic. In addition, it is now
nearly universally accepted that there is an elevated rate of psychopathology among
epileptic patients. Is it possible that social factors may account, either directly or
indirectly, for the increased rate of psychopathology seen in epileptics? This is the
question Whitman and Hermann address in Psychopathology in Epilepsy: Social
Dimensions.
Much attention and effort have been devoted to investigating the determinants of
psychopathology in epilepsy. A large majority of this work has focused on possible
neurological and pharmacological determinants, with relatively little research examin-
ing possible social etiologies. What the editors have sought to do is present a
comprehensive, testable model of psychopathology in epilepsy. They analyze and
support their model in light ofthe available data in the literature, which is thoroughly
reviewed. The editors, to their credit, do not discount the roles that biological factors
may play; the model they propose is multietiological, although the testable hypotheses
arising from their model deal mainly with the social dimensions of epilepsy. Such a
model should serve to better define research goals and lead to more productive
experimental strategies aimed atelucidating thesocialdimensionsofepilepsyandtheir
possible roles in psychopathology. Indeed, the book does an admirable job of
organizing, clarifying, and criticizing previous work, and suggests future lines of
investigation which should provide important and useful answers.
The book is divided into four sections, composed of 13 chapters. The first section is
an introduction which includes the proposed multietiological model and an epidemio-
logic review of psychopathology in epilepsy. The second section examines the social
dimensions of epilepsy as high-risk variables for psychopathology. The third sectionBOOK REVIEWS
discusses stigma and epilepsy, and the fourth section is an analysis of psychosis and
violence in epilepsy. There are 25 contributing authors, yet the chapters fit together
very well, although the introductions to each are repetitious. What is especially
commendable is that the main focus ofthe book, that social factors aredeterminants of
psychopathology, is preserved and well-argued in each chapter. There is a coherence
between the chapters which is difficult to achieve in multi-authored books, yet each
chapter is unique and essential to the book, and there are no unnecessary or poor
chapters.
Two chapters are especially noteworthy: the first was written by Janusz Zielinski, in
which he used an epidemiologic perspective to explain what is known and not known
about epilepsy, psychopathology, and their interaction. This chapter is superb, as
Zielinski cites much of his own outstanding work from Poland on the epidemiology of
epilepsy. Zielinski's review is comprehensive and lucid and is essential reading for
anyone interested in psychopathology and epilepsy.
The other especially good chapter is "Doctors, Information, and the Control of
Epilepsy: A Patient's Perspectve," written by Joseph Schneider and Peter Conrad.
This chapter is largely a discussion and presentation ofdata from studies done by the
authors. The data are not quantitative but are instead a collection of feelings and
opinions of epilepsy patients. The data were collected during in-depth interviews with
these patients and focus on the relationships these patients have had with their
physicians. Conrad and Schneider found that, in many cases, relationships with
physicians at various points made coping more rather than less difficult, largely
because either information was not provided or misinformation was not dispelled by
the doctor. The authors provide many interesting quotes from the subject interviews,
and although the data are not quantifiable, they do provide important insights into the
relationships between epilepsy patients and their physicians. Finally, the points made
in thischapter aregeneralizable todiseases otherthan epilepsy, and readers involved in
patient care would find them very useful.
In summary, Psychopathology in Epilepsy: Social Dimensions is an extremely
interesting and well-written book which should prove to be useful in helping investiga-
tors plan, perform, and evaluate research in this field. The book would also be very
interesting and helpful to those readers involved in providing medical care, especially
those dealing with socially stigmatizing illnesses such as epilepsy. Thus, Whitman and
Hermann's book would be an excellent addition to the libraries of both medical care
providers and researchers alike.
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